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Dear BoG Members, 
 
I am pleased to report the successful completion of ITW2005 in Rotorua, NZ. We 
received 82 open call submissions, from which the programme committee selected 56 
papers and posters. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them and the 
numerous reviewers for their hard work at an extremely busy time – several referees 
reported having a stack of “twenty-or-so” papers to review at the time. 
 
There were also five excellent invited talks by Dan Costello, Shu Lin, Wojtek 
Szpankowski, Sergio Verdú and Paul Vitanyi in two sessions organized and chaired 
by Gil Shamir and Ioannis Kontoyiannis, who also helped a great deal with last 
minute reviews and general advice and creative ideas during the run-up.  
 
On Sunday night, 28th of August, we were welcomed officially onto the venue by a 
Maori welcome party from the local tribe, who put down a rather serious challenge to 
the local chair, Mark Titchener, and yours truly (who owns up to knowing a handful 
of words and songs in Te Reo Maori but was excited enough to forget all of them 
when it came to it!).  
 
Travel to Rotorua had been far for many and adventurous for some, and the 
subsequent drinks reception provided opportunity for everyone to catch up. 
Meanwhile, the committee held some worries as to whether Péter Gács from Boston 
would return from his tramping trip to Urewera National Park in time to give the 
opening keynote speech in the morning. Luckily, he and partner Fruzsina Veress 
turned-up mid-way through the reception, much to our relief. His keynote speech was 
well received, too! 
 
In the morning, Rotorua’s Deputy Mayor, Trevor Maxwell, opened the workshop with 
a brief karakia (prayer) in Maori, again linking us and our activities with the venue 
and its history and culture. Thanks to a surge in late and on-site registrations, we 
crossed the magic barrier of 100 paid participants, even if just. Financially, we are 
proud to have been able to return a solid profit, as Muriel Medard will no doubt be 
able to confirm. 
 
Perhaps more important, all authors of papers and posters came to present their 
papers, with one notable exception, who was prevented from attending by – in my 
opinion – gross incompetence on the part of the NZ immigration service. This has 
since led to an official complaint to the NZ Government.  
 
It was very heartening to see the extent to which some participants went to get to the 
venue and present their work. One story in particular stands out and needs to be told: 
that of M.M. Rashid. He fell ill shortly before the conference and had already told me 
that he would probably be unable to make it. At the very last minute, he decided to 
travel between courses of treatment and asked us to help him with local arrangements, 
which we gladly did. He couldn’t get a direct flight from Tokyo to NZ, so had to settle 



for a ticket via Bangkok. His plane out of Bangkok had to turn back. As a result, he 
arrived in Auckland late on Monday night, many hours after his ETA, missing his 
connecting flight (and any bus) to Rotorua. His poster presentation was Tuesday 
morning, and all flights to Rotorua before then were fully booked. He decided to fly to 
the closest neighbouring city, an hours drive away by car, and take a taxi to Rotorua, 
for all we know at his own expense. He arrived with minutes to spare. Having 
presented, he had to return to Japan immedidately to continue his treatment. The 
committee decided to honour this remarkable spirit and dedication with a “Dogged 
Determination Award”, which was presented to him in absentia at the Workshop 
Dinner. 
 
I have had a number of comments on the high standard of many presentations, and 
would like to congratulate the authors on their work. The fact that all speakers had a 
very decent audience despite stiff competition from excellent weather and tourist 
attractions all around speaks for itself. Proceedings were published on CD rather than 
on paper, in line with ISIT in Adelaide. 
 
Monday night saw the second social event in the form of a Maori hangi and concert. 
Trevor Maxwell had encouraged us to “let your hair down” and as we found out this 
didn’t have to be particularly encouraged – there was widespread enthusiastic 
participation in the various performances. I’m sure many of the participants will put 
their newly-learned haka skills to good use when confronting their local beancounters 
next time! 
 
Tuesday afternoon was excursion time – in Rotorua that basically means visiting one 
of the many geothermal areas in the vicinity. Having traipsed around Waimangu 
Volcanic Valley and cruised around Lake Rotomahana for a few hours, it was time to 
do the local thing and soak in a natural hot creek in the bush. About half of the 
participants donned their bathing trunks and swimsuits and headed straight into 
Kerosene Creek at dusk, just downstream of a little waterfall. The remainder enjoyed 
the spectacle on dry land. Thanks to the late hour, only fuzzy photographs are 
available, but we were able to witness some serious mudslinging (literally) among 
senior academics, with the crowds cheering them on! Incidentally: If anyone has a 
non-fuzzy photo of the event, would they please share it with us? 
 
The rest of the workshop went without major hitches. Masahiro Nakamura received a 
Best Paper Award for his paper “Ergodic Theorems for Algorithmically Random 
Sequences” at the workshop dinner. Another “Dogged Determination Award” went to 
Sandor Gyori and his partner Vera, who lost almost all of their belongings in a car 
burglary just before the workshop and nevertheless got back onto the road to attend 
the workshop and enjoy the rest of their time in New Zealand. Seeing them and many 
of the participants again in Adelaide a few days later was a great plus!  
 
Financial: We are pleased to report that the workshop was able to return a healthy 
profit. Our expenses were NZ$52,254.98 (approx. US$35,550), offset by income of 
NZ$93,471.05 (approx. US$63,586), which included the seed loan of US$5000 from 
ITSOC and a grant by the Royal Society of NZ of NZ$5.625, which is gratefully 
acknowledged here. The gross surplus (including loan repayment) transferred to IEEE 
was NZ$41,216.07 (approx. US$28,038), leaving a net surplus of just over 
US$23,000, which was well above budgetary requirements. However, the uncharted 



territory we operated in mandated a precautionary approach – income tends to be 
linear with registrations in each category, whereas expenses tend to exhibit quadratic 
or sometimes even exponential characteristics! We nevertheless hope that some of our 
surplus may be able to be returned in the form of conference travel support for NZ 
students for forthcoming ISIT symposia. 
 
On behalf of Des and myself, I would once again like to take this opportunity to say 
thanks to everybody who has helped along the road: You’ve all been absolutely 
fabulous and I am looking forward to seeing all of you soon again. On a personal 
note, I’d especially like to thank Des for sharing the chair role with me – it’s been 
tremendously reassuring to have such an experienced hand at my side. 
 
I would also – once again - like to hand in my apologies for not being able to attend 
the February BoG meeting in person. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Ulrich Speidel (ITW2005 co-chair)    6 February 2006 


