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PART 1 – PERIODICALS REVIEW PROCEDURE

The Charter of the TAB Periodicals Committee states that the Committee has oversight responsibility for all Society/ Council (S/C) Periodicals. Specifically, the IEEE TAB Periodicals Committee is charged with:

•    Ensuring the Timeliness and Quality of TAB publications

•    Assessing proposals for new publications and making recommendations to TAB

•    Resolving conflicts between S/C on issues of publications

•    Informing TAB on new developments in the area of publications

•   Assessing and recommending to TAB annual charges for publications

To carry out its responsibilities to TAB, and in particular to address the issues of timeliness and quality, the Periodicals Committee has instituted a Five-Year Review of S/C Periodicals, conducted at the same time as the S/C Review. The business of reviewing IEEE periodicals is assigned to the IEEE TAB Periodicals Review Committee (a subcommittee of the IEEE TAB Periodicals Committee).

The objectives of the Review are to:

•    Examine timeliness and quality

•    Assure that the publications comply with IEEE policies & procedures

•    Assist the S/C in enhancing self awareness of its publications

•    Determine the financial health of the publications

•    Provide suggestions for improvements

•    Determine best practices to share with other S/C

The Review should be seen as a positive vehicle to ensure that all the IEEE publications continue to maintain the highest of standards.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REVIEW 

The Review process comprises the following stages:

· This questionnaire/template is transmitted to the S/C President well in advance of the scheduled Review. Financial information on the periodicals that is available at TAD Finance is included in this template.

· The Review is scheduled during the TAB series of meetings.

· Responses (this completed report) and other relevant information are provided to the Periodicals Review Committee by the S/C prior to the Review meeting.

· Periodicals Review Committee meets with the S/C Officers and Editors during the TAB series meetings.

· Periodicals Review Committee submits draft of report to the S/C President for comment.
· Final report is submitted to the IEEE TAB Periodicals Committee, for ultimate final submission to TAB, where the report becomes an archival record of the Review, to be referenced in future Reviews.
PART 2 – SCOPE OF REVIEW 

(Completed by review committee)

The Committee met with the following S/C representatives to review the S/C’s publications:

Dave Neuhoff

Vincent Poor

Bixio Rimoldi

Marc Fossorier

The following publications were reviewed:

A.
The IEEE Transactions on (Title)

B.
The Information Theory Society Newsletter

PART 3 – S/C GENERAL INFORMATION 

(Completed by S/C; please give responses in 10-pt, non-bold Times New Roman font)

A. OFFICERS AND EDITORS

President: (2007)  Bixio Rimoldi


Phone (+41 21 693 2679)          Email  (bixio.rimoldi@epfl.ch)



Fax   (+41 21 693 1200)

       First Vice President : (2007)  (Marc Fossorier)


Phone: (808) 956 7586          Email  (marc@aravis.eng.hawaii.edu)



Fax:   (808) 956 3427

Please list EIC Information below for the last five years

       Transactions Editor in Chief (EIC): 2004 to present – H. Vincent Poor


Phone: (609) 258-2260          Email:  poor@princeton.edu


Fax:     (609) 258-7305

      Transactions Editor in Chief (EIC): 2001 to 2004 – Paul Siegel


Phone: (858) 524-6210           Email:  psiegel@ucsd.edu


Fax:     (858) 524-8059
       Magazine (Newsletter) Editor in Chief: NA
       Newsletter Editor in Chief: (2006 to present) – Daniela Tuninetti


Phone : (312) 413 7431          Email:  daniela@ece.uic.edu



Fax:   (312) 996 6465

       Newsletter Editor in Chief: (2001 to 2005) – Lance C. Perez


Phone: (402) 472 6258         Email:  lperez@unl.edu



Fax:   (402) 472 4732

B. S/C PUBLICATION POLICIES

1. Describe methods used to assess publication needs of the membership:


Publication needs of the IT Society membership are regularly assessed by the Publications Committee and Editorial Board, separately as well as in connection with the Society Board of Governors meetings, which take place 3 times per year. Editorial Board members and BoG members, who represent different technical specializations and geographic regions, bring to the discussions a broad-based feel of the “pulse” of the Society membership.  

2. Describe methods used to receive feedback through readership input, e.g. letters to the Editor:

Feedback from readers of the Transactions and Newsletter is always welcomed by the EIC (for the Transactions) and by the Newsletter Editor. Their contact information is public and readers do take advantage of this opportunity. The EIC organizes a feedback session at each International Symposium on Information Theory (the society’s main conference). 

3. Describe how the S/C is meeting demands for application related material:

The mission of the IT Society and IT transactions is to develop and publish methods and theory that will either now or in the future have substantial practical impact. The Transactions has a long history of publishing many articles that have had a direct bearing and major impact on practical applications in information storage, transmission, and processing. For instance, most modern storage and communication devices such as DVDs, hard disks, cable and ADSL modems, third generation communication system etc. use coding techniques that are based on work published in the Transactions on Information Theory. It should be noted that 20% of the members of the current editorial board of the Transactions have industrial affiliations, which is a typical representation from industry on that body.
Society Chapter meetings often include speakers from academia as well as from industrial research and development organizations who can provide insight into engineering and scientific applications of information-theoretic ideas. 

TRANSACTION(S)

(Completed by S/C; please give responses in 10-pt, non-bold Times New Roman font)

A. IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON INFROMATION THEORY

1.  Date of first issue: February 1953
2.  Frequency of publication: 12 issues per year beginning in 2002 (there were 7 issues in 2001)
3.  Is subscription to this periodical included in the Society membership fee? An electronic subscription is included with the basic membership fee; a hardcopy subscription is available to members for an additional fee.
B. SCOPE OF TRANSACTIONS

1. Please provide a summary of this Transaction’s scope. 

      From the Information for Authors included on the inside back cover of every issue:

“The IEEE Transactions on Information Theory is a journal that publishes theoretical and experimental papers concerned with the transmission, processing, and utilization of information theory.  The boundaries of acceptable subject matter are intentionally not sharply delimited. Rather, it is hoped that as the focus of research activity changes, a flexible policy will permit this Transactions to follow suit.  Current appropriate topics are best reflected by recent Tables of Contents; they are summarized in the titles of editorial areas that appear on the inside front cover.”

Topics: Coding Techniques; Coding Theory; Communications; Communication Networks; Detection and Estimation; Complexity and Cryptography; Pattern Recognition, Statistical Learning and Inference; Quantum Information Theory; Sequences; Shannon Theory; Source Coding.
2. Comment on the overlap of scope with other IEEE Transactions.

There are some shared interests with IEEE Transactions on Communications, IEEE Transactions on Computers, IEEE Transactions on Image Processing, IEEE Transactions on Information Forensics and Security, IEEE Transactions on Magnetics, IEEE Transactions on Signal Processing, IEEE Transactions on Speech and Audio Processing, IEEE Transactions on Vehicular Technology, IEEE Transactions on Wireless Communications, and IEEE Journal on Selected Areas in Communications. The scope overlap with these journals lies primarily in our editorial sub-areas of Coding Techniques, Communications, Communication Networks, Complexity & Cryptography, Detection & Estimation and Source Coding.  These are six (of eleven total) editorial areas represent about half of our Associate Editor positions. The scope overlap in these areas ranges from 5-15%.
C.   EDITORIAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

1.  If applicable, describe the membership and function of the Society/Council AdCom, Publication Committee, Steering Committee, or Periodical Advisory Committee, in overseeing operation of the Transactions and in establishing and administering publication policies and procedures.

The Publications Committee of the Information Theory Society is responsible for ensuring the continued high technical quality and timeliness of the Transactions, in consultation with the Society Board of Governors. The Board of Governors must ratify all appointments to the Editorial Board. The Publications Committee consists of:  Transactions Editor-in-Chief  (chair), Publication Editors (2), Newsletter Editor, with ex-officio membership by Society President, Society First Vice-President, Society Second Vice-President. The Editor-in-Chief presents a detailed report (oral and written) to the Board of Governors at each of its meetings.  This presentation provides a forum for discussion of issues relating to the Transactions, and for the establishment of Society policies, the appointment of Editorial Board members, etc., as needed.

2.  Describe the membership, function, and make-up (for example, geographic distribution, academic versus industrial, and so forth) of the group of Associate Editors (for example, the Transaction’s Editorial Board or Committee).

The Transactions Editorial Board currently includes the Editor-in-Chief, 2 Publications Editors, and 25 Associate Editors (AEs) who cover the technical areas addressed in the Transactions.  Each Editorial Board member is intended to have a 3-year term. All members of the Editorial Board are members of the IEEE Information Theory Society. Currently, 5 of the AEs are from industry and 20 are from academia; 13 are from Regions 1 – 6; 1 is from Region 7; 8 are from Region 8; and 3 are from Region 10.   One of the Publications Editors is from industry, and the other is from academia; both are from Region 1. The EIC is from academia and Region 1. This representation roughly reflects the membership in the Society, although there seems to be an imbalance between academia and industry in the AE ranks at present.  This may reflect in part the recent trend of down-sizing industrial laboratories devoted to fundamental research, although the fields covered by the Transactions are still relatively well represented in the laboratories of AT&T, Hewlett-Packard, IBM, INRIA, Lucent, Microsoft, and Phillips, which have traditionally provided many of our AEs from industry. (Currently, we have AEs from INRIA, Lucent, Phillips, and Qualcomm.)

3. Describe the process for Editor-in-Chief (EIC) selection and training, and terms/term limits.

The Editor-in-Chief is appointed by the Society Board of Governors.  Duties are transferred to the incoming Editor-in-Chief with the cooperation of the outgoing Editor-in-Chief.  The Editor-in-Chief is appointed to a 3-year term, and historically, the full term has been served. The term of the current EIC will end on July 1, 2007. New EIC candidates are selected by a search conducted by a group consisting of the current EIC and the Society officers.  A large list of candidates is generated from the leading scholars in the field, and the candidates on this list are discussed and rank ordered by the selecting group. The leading candidate is asked informally whether s/he will serve if appointed. Assuming a positive answer, then the recommendation is taken to the full Board of Governors for discussion and approval.  The EIC serves a single three-year term.
4. Describe the process for Associate Editor selection and training, and terms/term limits.

Associate Editors (AEs) nominees are selected in consultation with the Transactions Editorial Board and senior members of the community who are experts in the field of the AEs assignment. AE nominees are submitted to the Society Board of Governors for approval. AEs serve for a single three-year term, which is the stated policy.  

D.  QUALITY

Describe handling of papers from submission to publication.  Include a thorough description of the paper peer review process. (For example, who reviews the first submission? How are papers distributed for review? To how many reviewers is each paper sent? Is there a summary review prepared by the editor? How many reviews are needed, at the minimum, to reach a decision?  How are special issues handled, particularly with regard to Guest Editors?)

Manuscripts are submitted directly to the Editor-in-Chief (EIC).  The EIC assigns each manuscript to an Associate Editor (AE) in the appropriate technical area. The assigned AE is responsible for managing the review process. This begins with the selection of expert referees (at least 2, and preferably 3) who agree to review the paper within a requested time period (generally 6 weeks).  The AE assembles the referee reports and, based upon the reports and the AE’s own assessment, determines if the paper is to be rejected.  If it is rejected, the AE notifies the submitting author and the office of the EIC.  If not rejected, the AE may 1) accept the paper essentially as is, 2) accept the paper with requested changes, or 3) request a substantial revision.  In the second case, the AE may decide to accept the revised paper, or the AE may request an expedited second round of reviews to ensure that the requested changes have been satisfactorily implemented.  In the third case, the AE will seek a second round of reviews and determine the disposition of the revised manuscript taking into account the second round reviews and the AE’s own assessment. AEs making decisions do not participate in the reviews of papers they oversee. The EIC makes no decisions (except for occasional administrative rejections due to obvious out-of-scope reasons. When a manuscript is accepted, the AE requests the author to provide a final manuscript, along with all supplementary materials (detailed in the Transactions Author Checklist), and informs the EIC.  When the AE receives the final version and supplementary items, s/he forwards these to an assigned Publications Editor. The Publications Editor verifies the completeness of the forwarded items, sends the required items to IEEE Publishing, and notifies the corresponding author. The Transactions operates under a “no backlog” policy, so that papers are immediately processed for publication upon receipt of all these items. All steps in this process are handled electronically via our custom Web-based Pareja manuscript handling system.

Guest editors of special issues act exactly as AEs of regular do. They are entered into the Pareja system with the same permissions as AEs, and their decisions are made with the same reviewing restrictions.  The only additional duty of Guest Editors is to coordinate their acceptance decisions to assure the disciplinary integrity that the special issue they are editing.  Quality papers handled by Guest Editors that are not accommodated in their special issue can be considered for publication in a regular issue.
E. TIMELINESS

Is every issue of this periodical mailed on or before the cover date? If not, comment on the reason, and provide a corrective action plan.

As can be seen from the table below covering the period 2004-2005, all issues since March 2004 have been mailed before the cover date.

	Publication Name
	Year
	Cover date
	Mail Date

	IEEE Transactions on Information Theory
	2004
	January
	01/21/2004

	“
	2004
	February
	02/11/2004

	“
	2004
	March
	03/12/2004

	“
	2004
	April
	03/24/2004

	“
	2004
	May
	04/26/2004

	“
	2004
	June
	05/27/2004

	“
	2004
	July
	06/25/2004

	“
	2004
	August
	07/21/2004

	“
	2004
	September
	08/25/2004

	“
	2004
	October
	09/22/2004

	“
	2004
	November
	10/21/2004

	“
	2004
	December
	11/23/2004

	“
	2005
	January
	12/30/2004

	“
	2005
	February
	01/21/2005

	“
	2005
	March
	02/22/2005

	“
	2005
	April
	03/23/2005

	“
	2005
	May
	04/22/2005

	“
	2005
	June
	05/25/2005

	“
	2005
	July
	06/23/2005

	“
	2005
	August
	07/19/2005

	“
	2005
	September
	08/18/2005

	“
	2005
	October
	09/29/2005

	“
	2005
	November
	10/21/2005

	“
	2005
	December
	11/23/2005


This table is a status report (a “slice in time”) of all submitted papers for the past 5 years, as of the current time in year 5. Account for all papers in the year of submission.  For example, the number you insert in row 4 for year 3, is the total number of papers submitted in year 3 that have been published in years 3, 4, and 5. The Rejection Rate for year 5 cannot be computed since all the Reviews will not be complete.  

(This information is also needed for the society review.  Please copy these tables to the appropriate section of your society review report.)

	 
	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Row
	NUMBER OF PAPERS:
	2005
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001

	Note: Rows 3a-3f account for each paper’s fate based on its year of submission

	1       
	Papers submitted
	955
	838
	608
	542
	540

	2       
	Papers returned by EIC for scope reasons, obvious poor quality, etc.
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*



	3
	Papers to be peer reviewed   (row 1 less row 2)
	955
	838
	608
	542
	540

	3a
	Papers from Row 3 eventually rejected
	375
	329
	249
	186
	203

	3b
	Papers from Row 3 in review process
	144
	79
	20
	6
	7

	3c
	Papers from Row 3 being revised by authors
	73
	27
	3
	5
	5

	3d
	Other papers from Row 3 (explain in comments below)
	32
	28
	24
	42
	54

	3e
	Papers from Row 3 queued for publication
	83
	33
	10
	2
	0

	3f
	Papers from Row 3 eventually published (if a paper is published in a subsequent year, list in year of submittal where it is counted in Row 3)
	248
	342
	302
	301
	271

	4
	Total:   Rows 3a –3f, should equal Row 3
	955
	838
	608
	542
	540

	5
	PERCENTAGE REJECTED via Peer Review 

To compute this, divide “Row 3a” by “Row 3” 
	39%


	39%
	41%
	34%
	38%

	6a
	Average number of months from Author Submission to First Decision (use date when author is notified).
	7.1
	7.9
	9.5
	10.9
	11.2

	6b
	Average number of months from Author Submission to Final Decision (use date when author is notified).
	8.3
	10.6
	12.5
	14.5
	13.7

	7
	Average number of months from Author Submission to Publication Date.  Simply compute an average (for the issues in a given column year, even for a partial current year) of the difference between the issue cover date and the “Manuscript received” date printed in the footnote of every paper in print.
	12.8
	16.3
	19.2
	22
	22.9

	* The number of papers in the category of Line 2 is very small, and these are not logged into the editorial system.

	   The numbers in line 3d refer to papers withdrawn by the authors, some of which were withdrawn after initial negative feedback from associate editors.

	

	Geographical distribution of authors (percentage of total) of published papers in the year of publication (not year of submission).   Use current location of author as shown in the Biography.  Count all authors of a paper (a set of authors may represent more than one region).

	

	
	2005
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001

	Region of author affiliation
	     %
	     %
	     %
	     %
	     %

	Regions 1 – 6 (U.S.A.)
	49
	48
	41
	45
	53

	Region 7 (Canada)
	4
	7
	8
	3
	5

	Region 8 (Europe/Africa)
	31
	31
	33
	38
	30

	Region 9 (Central/South America)
	1
	1
	1
	0
	2

	Region 10 (Asia/Pacific)
	15
	13
	17
	14
	10


COMMENTS:  

F. COMPETITOR PUBLICATIONS

List ALL the competitor publications, including those of the IEEE, other learned societies, and commercial publishers. Briefly compare the scope and status of the five most important of these. 

EURASIP Journal on Applied Signal Processing

EURASIP Journal on Wireless Communications and Networking

IEE  Proceedings – Communications

IEEE/ACM Transactions on Networking

IEEE Communications Letters

IEEE Journal on Selected Areas in Communications

IEEE Transactions on Communications

IEEE Transactions on Computers

IEEE Transactions on Image Processing

IEEE Transactions on Information Forensics and Security

IEEE Transactions on Magnetics

IEEE Transactions on Neural Networks

IEEE Transactions on Signal Processing


IEEE Transactions on Speech and Audio Processing

IEEE Transactions on Vehicular Technology

IEEE Transactions on Wireless Communications

IEICE Transactions on Communications

European Transactions on Telecommunications and Related Technology

All of these publications publish some papers whose technical scope and quality would be comparable to those published in the IEEE Transactions on Information Theory. Many of them, however, touch on only a small part of the IT Transactions areas of editorial interest, which are quite broad within the general categories of its scope. The five most comparable in breadth and scope are the IEE Proceedings - Communications, IEEE Transactions on Communications, IEEE Transactions on Signal Processing, IEEE Transactions on Wireless Communications, and IEICE Transactions on Communications. (The European Transactions on Telecommunications and Related Technology is also similar in breadth and scope, but does not seem to be covered by the SCI JCR reports.)  These are all fairly general-interest journals in the fields covered by the IT Transactions. The two closest in style, longevity and generality, are the IEEE Transactions on Communications and the IEEE Transactions on Signal Processing. These two publications tend to focus a bit more on applications than the IT Transactions does, although both still are largely directed at fundamental contributions to their respective fields. As noted in Section B.2 above, the amount of overlap in scope typically is between 5 and 15% and lies in approximately half of our editorial areas. Authors typically find it easy to distinguish between target journals for papers in these areas of overlap. The other journals on this list are a bit harder to compare: IEE Proceedings – Communications is published in Britain, but is also an international publication and attracts a generally international authorship; IEICE Transactions on Communications is published in Japan, and tends to attract a largely Japanese and East Asian authorship; the IEEE Transactions on Wireless Communications is clearly more specialized that the IT Transactions, but there is also some overlap in interest areas as well. The latter journal is relatively new in the period under consideration.

Widely-accepted measures exist for comparing periodicals with respect to the “impact” they have on the field. For each of the five competitor publications listed above, list the circulation, Impact Factor, Citation Half-Life, Immediacy Index, and number of articles/pages published per year. This information (for most publications in the field) was provided to the EIC for this Review, but may also be obtained from IEEE staff (because it is a commercial product, the information is not readily available electronically). Definitions of these measures are as follows:

Impact factor: Average number of citations of articles over a two-year period divided by the number of articles published in the journal in the same period.

Citation Half-Life: The number of journal publication years going back from the current year which account for 50% of the total citation received by the journal during the current year.

Immediacy Index: The proportion of citations that refer to articles appearing within the most immediate past period (year?)

Citation Index figures are presented below for the five periodicals listed above and for the IEEE Transactions on Information Theory. As can be seen from these data, the IEEE Transactions on Information Theory is clearly highly competitive with all of these journals.   The IEE and IEICE publications are not really competitive in this setting, and the IEEE Transactions on Wireless Communications is really too new for its impact to be fully clear yet. In general, the IT Transactions outperforms all of these journals in every category, with only one minor anomaly: the Immediacy Index for the IEEE Transactions on Communications is larger in 2004. 

SCI information: 2005

	Journal
	Citation Half-Life
	Impact Factor
	Immediacy Index

	COM
	8.9
	1.49
	0.181

	IEE
	7.2
	0
	0.273

	IEICE
	4.5
	0.041
	0.348

	IT
	9.2
	2.183
	0.403

	SP
	7.2
	1.82
	0.187

	WC
	2.5
	1.395
	0.208


SCI information: 2004

	Journal
	Citation Half-Life
	Impact Factor
	Immediacy Index

	COM
	9.0
	1.455
	0.448

	IEE
	7.2
	0.195
	0.011

	IEICE
	4.4
	0.330
	0.097

	IT
	9.4
	2.029
	0.241

	SP
	6.9
	1.755
	0.187

	WC
	2.1
	1.649
	0.178


SCI information: 2003

	Journal
	Citation Half-Life
	Impact Factor
	Immediacy Index

	COM
	8.8
	1.665
	0.162

	IEE
	6.7
	0.298
	0.014

	IEICE
	4.2
	0.436
	0.092

	IT
	9.9
	2.245
	0.420

	SP
	6.9
	1.458
	0.229

	WC
	1.4
	1.232
	0.230


SCI information: 2002

	Journal
	Citation Half-Life
	Impact Factor
	Immediacy Index

	COM
	8.4
	1.562
	0.287

	IEE
	7.4
	0
	0.226

	IEICE
	4.3
	0.487
	0.069

	IT
	9.8
	2.045
	0.396

	SP
	6.4
	1.159
	0.164

	WC
	N/A
	N/A
	0.25


SCI information: 2001

	Journal
	Citation Half-Life
	Impact Factor
	Immediacy Index

	COM
	9.0
	1.466
	0.154

	IEE
	7.2
	0.150
	0.015

	IEICE
	4.8
	0.343
	0.065

	IT
	9.8
	2.077
	0.495

	SP
	6.0
	1.268
	0.135

	WC
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A


G. FINANCIAL AND SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	IEEE- Society Title & # 
	
	ITS-012
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name/s of Pubs.
	
	TRANS ON INFORMATION THEORY 
	
	
	
	
	

	(Included with membership)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	
	2000 
	2001 
	2002 
	2003 
	2004 
	2005 
	2006B
	2007B

	Pages/Year(actual)
	
	2803
	3207
	3280
	3488
	3551
	4584
	5300
	5300

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Issues/Year
	
	7
	7
	13
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subscribers (Units)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Regular Member
	
	4541
	4668
	4153
	3512
	2089
	1797
	1775
	1622

	Student Member
	
	972
	1105
	814
	728
	299
	208
	258
	150

	Affiliate Members
	
	40
	28
	24
	20
	8
	5
	4
	5

	Other Members 
	
	50
	54
	52
	169
	76
	62
	59
	65

	Regular Member Interdisciplinary
	
	
	
	
	
	36
	46
	53
	66

	Student Member Interdisciplinary
	
	
	
	
	
	31
	41
	77
	59

	Affiiliate Interdisciplinary
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	2
	4
	2

	Other Interdisciplinary
	
	
	
	
	
	4
	6
	3
	10

	Individual Non-member
	
	657
	629
	561
	485
	406
	366
	316
	327

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subscription Rates ($)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Regular Member
	
	15
	15
	30
	30
	30
	30
	45
	45

	Student Member
	
	8
	8
	15
	15
	15
	15
	23
	23

	Other/Retired 
	
	
	
	
	
	15
	15
	23
	23

	Regular Member Interdisciplinary
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	85

	Student Member Interdisciplinary
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	43

	Other Interdisciplinary
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	43

	Individual Non-member
	
	445
	445
	520
	560
	610
	675
	775
	915

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Financial Summary (in thousands $000's)
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S/C Fees (Bundled)
	
	68.6 
	72.5 
	124.5 
	110.3 
	0.1 
	28.8 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	S/C Fees Hard Copy
	
	0.1 
	0.2 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	6.8 
	32.2 
	95.6 
	86.9 

	S/C Fees Micro Fiche
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Subscriptions - NM Individual
	
	284.4 
	280.5 
	286.9 
	261.3 
	245.4 
	246.3 
	244.9 
	299.2 

	Subscriptions - NM Shanghai
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	28.7 

	Subscriptions - Corporate & Library
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	1.6 
	2.1 
	0.0 
	2.2 

	Subscriptions - APP/IEL/MDL
	
	0.0 
	295.0 
	348.6 
	358.1 
	429.7 
	415.6 
	535.5 
	743.4

	IEL
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Airfreight Charges Billed to Members
	
	8.3 
	13.2 
	11.1 
	2.9 
	1.3 
	6.6 
	1.3 
	1.4 

	Voluntary Page Charges
	
	22.1 
	18.2 
	29.1 
	11.2 
	15.1 
	24.4 
	11.2 
	11.2 

	Reprints S/C
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	2.5 
	5.8 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Miscellaneous Revenue
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	2.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Total Income
	
	383.5 
	679.6 
	800.2 
	745.8 
	702.5 
	761.8 
	888.6 
	1,172.9 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2nd Class - Edit US
	
	8.6 
	9.9 
	12.3 
	11.2 
	6.8 
	6.0 
	9.4 
	6.8 

	2nd Class - Edit non US
	
	63.4 
	74.0 
	75.1 
	90.9 
	55.5 
	58.5 
	78.5 
	65.2 

	Third Class
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	2.4 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Express Carriers
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.3 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Freight & Other
	
	5.8 
	7.2 
	14.9 
	4.8 
	3.4 
	4.4 
	4.5 
	4.8 

	Air Freight
	
	3.6 
	7.9 
	4.4 
	2.9 
	2.1 
	1.6 
	2.8 
	1.7 

	Text Paper
	
	52.0 
	56.8 
	50.3 
	35.3 
	26.5 
	33.9 
	36.1 
	37.7 

	Press Work - Print
	
	38.4 
	39.6 
	46.8 
	46.0 
	39.8 
	44.9 
	55.8 
	51.5 

	Binding - Print Ed
	
	4.8 
	4.8 
	6.6 
	6.1 
	4.2 
	3.8 
	5.9 
	4.4 

	Mailing - Print Ed
	
	7.4 
	7.6 
	11.2 
	10.3 
	7.5 
	6.2 
	10.5 
	7.1 

	Total Printing Expense
	
	184.0 
	207.8 
	221.6 
	207.5 
	148.5 
	159.3 
	203.6 
	179.1 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bad Debt Allowance
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Sal-Temp 2
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	3.0 
	3.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Copyright Filing
	
	0.1 
	0.3 
	0.2 
	0.4 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Camera Work - Print
	
	15.5 
	17.3 
	19.0 
	19.7 
	19.5 
	25.0 
	29.1 
	29.9 

	Rebates
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Editorial Reimbursed
	
	40.2 
	55.1 
	36.3 
	31.8 
	71.0 
	37.8 
	42.1 
	42.1 

	Composition
	
	90.6 
	144.7 
	120.5 
	45.1 
	49.9 
	49.2 
	50.9 
	58.0 

	Pursvc - Voluntary Page Charges
	
	4.2 
	4.6 
	6.2 
	3.4 
	2.4 
	5.7 
	3.2 
	3.2 

	Pursvc-Editorial
	
	159.6 
	178.7 
	185.8 
	209.4 
	202.9 
	234.8 
	318.0 
	328.6 

	Pursvc-Composition
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.2 
	0.7 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Pursvc-Composition Electronic
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	1.0 
	1.6 
	8.0 
	8.0 

	Pursvc-Reprints
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.4 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.1 
	0.1 

	Pursvc-Indexing
	
	2.9 
	0.3 
	0.7 
	0.3 
	3.1 
	4.9 
	5.3 
	5.3 

	Pursvc-Pub Admin 
	
	12.2 
	13.3 
	14.6 
	21.7 
	23.3 
	31.5 
	33.5 
	33.5 

	Pursvc-Authoring Tools
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	1.6 
	2.7 

	Pursvc-Subscription Handling
	
	9.6 
	9.6 
	8.4 
	4.8 
	4.9 
	4.8 
	3.2 
	3.2 

	Total Creation Expenses
	
	334.9 
	423.9 
	394.7 
	340.2 
	378.7 
	395.3 
	494.9 
	514.5 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pursvc-XPLORE
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	9.6 
	9.6 
	8.8 
	4.4 

	Total Electronic Expenses
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	9.6 
	9.6 
	8.8 
	4.4 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Microfiche
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Commission- Shanghai
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	4.3 

	Unidentified & Miscellaneous
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.3 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Prior Year Adjustment
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Total Other Expense
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.3 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	4.3 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rmb Services-MDL
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Rmb Services-Itel
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Rmb Services-BEL
	
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Rmb Services-other
	
	(4.7)
	0.0 
	(6.8)
	(5.5)
	(3.8)
	(2.8)
	(6.0)
	(3.0)

	Rmb Services-ASPP
	
	(304.3)
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Total Reimbursed Services
	
	(309.0)
	0.0 
	(6.8)
	(5.5)
	(3.8)
	(2.8)
	(6.0)
	(3.0)

	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Expense/PurSvc/ReimbSvc
	
	209.9 
	631.7 
	609.5 
	542.5 
	533.0 
	561.4 
	701.3 
	699.4 

	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Total Net
	
	173.7 
	47.9 
	190.7 
	203.3 
	169.5 
	200.4 
	187.3 
	473.5 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


H.
FINANCIAL AND SUBSCRIPTION DISCUSSION

1.  Comment on any financial anomalies.

As can be seen from the above numbers, the recent move to a usage-based system of reimbursement seems to be a very favorable financial model for the Transactions. The Transactions represents the largest income component in the Society budget.

2.  Comment on any subscription anomalies.

“Subscribers (Units)” counts only the number of subscribers that receive paper copies of the IT Trans.  Starting in 2004, all IT members receive an electronic subscription with membership.  Hence the numbers listed for 2004 and following are substantially smaller than the actual number of subscribers.  Nevertheless, the number of individual subscribers to the Transactions has declined considerably in recent years, coincident with the decline in membership in the Society.  However, usage seems to be quite high (see Section K below), and so this drop in individual subscribership is undoubtedly attributable to the increasing availability of IEEExplore for many of those in this field, who tend to have access to extensive research libraries. Clearly, this decline in individual subscriptions has not had an adverse effect on revenue, and in fact the opposite seems to be true.

I.
COMPLIANCE WITH IEEE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

The EIC shall have in his/her possession a current copy of the appropriate IEEE manuals regarding policies and procedures for publications.  The EIC shall have read and be familiar with all sections of the above documents concerning publications. Please visit the following site for such documents:  

http://www.ieee.org/organizations/tab/tab.html

Comment regarding compliance with the above requirement, and compliance with the individual publication related policies of each document.  Describe action plans to come into compliance if in default.

The EiC is in possession of the cited documents and he is familiar with the relevant sections.

J.
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PREVIOUS PUBLICATIONS REVIEW

If applicable, list the date of the last IEEE TAB Periodicals review, and include a summary of recommendations made at that time.  Describe how each recommendation was met.
The recommendations from the previous review are repeated here (in italic script), with commentary (in roman script) on how we have met them.

In the above review (Part 4 paragraph D) and during our meeting in November, we found that there appears to be an open loop in the review process. We recommend the publishing editor notify the EIC when the completed manuscripts are forwarded to IEEE and supply the EIC with a complete package of materials. 

This now happens automatically via the Transactions Web-based manuscript handling system, known as Pareja. The EIC has a web-page that shows (in summary form) the status of every paper at it progresses from submission to publication.

We would also like to see a more detailed tracking system established for determining where the papers are in the process.  While there appears to have been some progress made in decreasing the time from submission to publication in the last three years, we feel 20 months is still entirely too long.  A target of nine months would be more appropriate.  In order to manage this process you will need a more detailed tracking system.  While we understand that the previous EIC had established an electronic database to help in tracking manuscripts, it is not being widely used by the AEs. To help with manuscript tracking and data reporting you may want to consider employing Manuscript Central. 

Again, this now happens via the Web-based manuscript handling system. The EIC has a web-page that shows (in summary form) the status of every paper at it progresses from submission to publication.  As the data in Section E show, the time to publication has begun to decrease since we began using the Web-based system in 2004.  We expect continued improvement in this metric in future years.

To address a concern you raised in (Part 4 Paragraph M) about the increasing length of papers, we suggest you may want to consider employing a mandatory over length page charge. In any event, as you indicated, the trend may be a result of electronic submission and warrants being monitored.

The Society established an Ad Hoc sub-committee of the Board of Governors to examine this and other issues related to growth in the Transactions. The committee decided not to recommend limits on the length of Regular papers, as it concluded that this feature contributes to the quality of the papers published; however, Correspondence items will be limited to 5 printed pages beginning with submissions in 2007.

K.
NOTABLE FEATURES

    

Please complete the information below regarding IEEE Xplore usage in terms of total “hits” for this periodical, indicating the month through which statistics apply for the current year. (Also shown in the rank of the Transactions among IEEE periodicals.)

	
	2005
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001

	# Xplore “hits”
	847,238 (5th)
	737,773 (6th)
	645,090 (3rd)
	213,528 (13th)
	*


* This datum was not available to the Society.  

Describe notable features of the Transactions, such as special issues, ties to conferences, and so forth.

In the years 2001-05, the Transactions published the following special issues:

“Codes and Graphs and Iterative Algorithms,” February 2001

Guest Editors: B. J. Frey, R. Koetter, G. D. Forney, Jr., F. R. Kschischang, R. J. McEliece, D. A. Spielman

“Shannon Theory: Perspective, Trends, and Applications,” June 2002

Guest Editors: H. J. Landau, J. E. Mazo, S. Shamai, J. Ziv

“Space-Time Transmission, Reception, Coding and Signal Processing,” October 2003

Guest Editors: B. M. Hochwald, G. Caire, B. Hassibi, T. L. Marzetta

“Problems on Sequences,” July 2004

Guest Editors. J. C. Kieffer, W. Szpankowski, E.-H. Yang

L.   FUTURE PLANS

Describe future plans for the Transactions.

In the years 2006-08, the Transactions has published, or is planning to publish, the following special issues:

“Networking and Information Theory,” June 2006 (576 pp.)

Guest Editors: N. Cai, M. Chiang, M. Effros, R. Koetter, M. Medard, B. Prabhakar, R. Srikant, D. Towsley, R. W. Yeung (joint with IEEE/ACM Transactions on Networking)

“Models, Theory and Codes for Relaying and Cooperation in Communication Networks,” December 2007

Guest Editors: R. Berry, M. Franceschetti, A. El Gamal, H. El Gamal, M. Gastpar, G. Kramer, N. Laneman

“Information Theoretic Security,” June 2008

Guest Editors: H. Imai, U. Maurer, Y. Zheng

As the data in Sections E and G indicate, the Transactions has grown considerably in recent years.  An Ad Hoc sub-committee of the Society Board of Governors was appointed to study this issue and to make recommendations for the future to respond to this growth.  Among these recommendations, the following were adopted by the Board of Governors:  limit Correspondence items to 5 printed pages; create a hierarchical structure for the editorial areas covered by the Transactions; and consider a long-term migration to all-electronic delivery. It was felt that the latter would happen organically in any case, but might be accelerated if the size of the Transactions becomes unwieldy for paper publication.


A topic that has been discussed recently (again) is whether or not we should have an Information Theory Magazine. Such a magazine would allow greater flexibility in publishing tutorial subject matter, which is currently published as part of the Newsletter. Examples of such items include summaries of the annual Shannon lecture and of other similar lectures of general interest to the field.  At present, these kinds of items are published in the Newsletter, which is not archived on IEEExplore; publishing them in a more formal publication would make this more attractive to authors and would likely generate more such papers.   Also a magazine might be an attractor to membership for those who now read the Transactions on IEEExplore and as a consequence do not feel a need to belong to the Society. The Society is well aware of the negative aspects of magazine publishing (greater expense and volunteer attention), and these aspects have thus far outweighed any potential benefits in the debate about this topic within the Society.

M.
SELF ASSESSMENT

This section provides an opportunity for self-assessment of the Transactions. Please compose a narrative to reflect your S/C viewpoints on the Transactions; in so doing, cite specific examples of strengths and weaknesses. In your self-assessment, please list the Impact Factor, Citation Half-Life, and Immediacy Index for this Transactions (see also Section F above) and comment on the position of this Transactions in the latest Citation Index.

Comment on the strengths of this Transactions:

The Transactions is recognized as an IEEE journal with extremely high technical standards, and is widely acknowledged to be the premier publication in the fields of information transmission, storage, processing, and utilization. The Transactions is known not only for its emphasis upon mathematical rigor and fundamental theoretical advances, but also for the enormous impact it has had upon the engineering practice of coding, communications, networking, computing, and signal processing.   The Transactions has a tradition of flexibility in defining the scope of its contents, enabling it to maintain its leadership as the field of information theory has continued to evolve.  This trait is reflected in the editorial areas (listed on the inside cover of each issue).  Also, the Transactions maintains a policy of not restricting the length of regular papers, allowing the complete presentation of important new developments.

The members of the Editorial Board (Editor-in-Chief and Associate Editors) are very carefully selected and must be confirmed by the Society Board of Governors. This selection and confirmation process has helped to create an outstanding team of editors who dedicate their time and technical expertise for the benefit of all members of the Information Theory Society.  The service provided by these individuals has been, and continues to be, vital to maintaining the high quality of the journal.  During the review period, the Transactions has also been very fortunate to have extremely capable and dedicated members in the important position of Publications Editor, as well as outstanding support from the Senior Editor at IEEE Publishing (Nela Rybowicz) responsible for the production of each issue. One of the recent Publication Editors (Kevin Quirk) was awarded a Special Recognition Award by the Society in 2006 for his development of our Web-based manuscript handling system, Pareja, which has led to considerable improvement in the management and paper-flow of the Transactions.
Comment on the weaknesses:

The Transactions has embraced Web-based submission and processing of manuscripts, thereby shortening the average publication cycle (submission to publication), as the data in Section E indicate. Still, there is room for further improvement. We have reduced processing time on both ends of the review process (i.e., at time of submission, and at time of publication) to an absolute minimum, and so the main area of potential improvement is in reducing the reviewing time.  This is a difficult issue, as the papers tend to be quite theoretical and mathematically-oriented, and often are quite long.  So, reviewing is a particularly arduous task, and we expect very careful reviews from our reviewers.  (One positive aspect of this careful reviewing is that our papers tend to have a long “shelf-life”, as is borne out by the citation half-life statistics shown below; also, as can seen from the data in Section K, the Transactions ranks very highly in IEEExplore activity.) Thus, it is not easy to push reviewers to respond more quickly. However, our tracking system now makes it easier for the EIC and AEs to be able to see where problems are arising and to respond accordingly.  This has led to improvements, but we continue to seek ways to improve further.  

List and comment on position in the latest Citation Index:

The Citation Index figures for the years 2001-2005 are shown in the table below. In general, the citation data confirm the relevance of the Transactions to its readership and the broad and enduring impact of its contents.  

	Year
	Citation Half-Life
	Impact Factor
	Immediacy Index

	2005
	9.2
	2.183
	0.403

	2004
	9.4
	2.029
	0.241

	2003
	9.9
	2.245
	0.420

	2002
	9.8
	2.045
	0.396

	2001
	9.8
	2.077
	0.495


What the indices mean:

Impact factor: Average number of citations of articles over a two-year period divided by the number of articles published in the journal in the same period.

Citation Half-Life: The number of journal publication years going back from the current year which account for 50% of the total citation received by the journal during the current year.

Immediacy Index: The proportion of citations that refer to articles appearing within the most immediate past period.
N.
REVIEW COMMITTEE REMARKS REGARDING THE TRANSACTIONS.

The IEEE Transactions on Information Theory is an exemplary periodical among all IEEE publications, with a very strong tradition in quality. The impact factor is among the highest of all IEEE periodicals, and has been for several years. The Editorial staff is a dedicated group of volunteers who are all focused on the single goal of maintaining the highest standards of the Transactions. While past problems with respect to timeliness have marred this exemplary performance, over the last five years since the last review the Information Theory Society has worked to steadily reduce the submission-to-publication time to the point now that it is within target guidelines for IEEE Periodicals.
O.   REVIEW COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE TRANSACTIONS.

The only recommendation from the Periodicals Review Committee for the Transactions is to consider invoking term limits on the length of service for the EIC. Otherwise, we recommend that the Information Theory Society stay the course and continue to improve on your already outstanding periodical.
NEWSLETTER
(Completed by S/C; please give responses in 10-pt, non-bold Times New Roman font)

A. IEEE  Information Theory Society Newsletter

1.  Date of first issue

Approximately March 1951.
2.  Frequency of publication

4 issues per year, since approximately 1980.

A special Golden Jubilee issue appeared in summer 1998.

B.   EDITORIAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

1.  Describe the membership and function of the Editorial Board.

The Board consists of the Newsletter Editor. The Newsletter Editor reviews all articles and columns appearing in the newsletter for both quality of exposition and content.

2.  Describe the membership, function, and make-up (for example, geographic distribution, academic versus industrial, and so forth) of the group of Associate Editors (for example, the Transaction’s Editorial Board or Committee).

There are no AEs for the newsletter.

3.  Describe Editor-in-Chief (EIC) selection, training, and terms/term limits.

The Newsletter Editor is appointed by the Board of Governors of the Information Theory Society upon nomination by the Society President. The appointment is for a 3-year term. The term is typically served until completion. Duties are transferred to the incoming Newsletter Editor from the outgoing Newsletter Editor. The outgoing Newsletter Editor instructs the incoming editor on deadlines, publication procedures, criteria for article review and publication, etc. The outgoing Newsletter Editor supervises the first Newsletter issue edited by the incoming Editor and remains available, during the training phase, for technical and editorial questions. 

C.   TIMELINESS

Is every issue of this periodical mailed on or before the cover date?  If No, comment on reason and corrective action plan:

Generally, the Newsletter is mailed on-time. 

C. FINANCIAL AND SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

	IEEE- Society Title & # 
	ITS-012
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name/s of Pubs.
	IEEE Information Theory Society Newsletter
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(Included with membership)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	2000 
	2001 
	2002 
	2003 
	2004 
	2005 
	2006B
	2007B

	
	Financial Summary (in thousands $000's)
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Airfreight Chgs Billed to Members
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Miscellaneous Revenue Other
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Total Income
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2nd Class - Edit US
	2.1 
	2.4 
	2.2 
	1.8 
	2.4 
	1.8 
	2.4 
	1.6 

	2nd Class - Edit Non US
	10.2 
	8.3 
	8.5 
	5.5 
	5.1 
	5.6 
	5.2 
	3.3 

	Freight & Other
	0.1 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Editorial Reimbursed
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Composition
	11.5 
	10.3 
	0.0 
	0.1 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Text Paper
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Camera Work – Print
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Press Work – Print
	13.1 
	9.5 
	10.4 
	8.1 
	10.4 
	8.3 
	10.6 
	7.5 

	Mailing - Prt Ed
	2.3 
	1.7 
	1.6 
	1.5 
	1.8 
	1.5 
	1.8 
	1.2 

	Miscellaneous Expense
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Pursvc-Composition
	0.0 
	0.0 
	8.9 
	8.5 
	5.7 
	12.1 
	7.1 
	7.1 

	Prior Year Adjustment
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 
	0.0 

	Total Expense
	39.3 
	32.2 
	31.6 
	25.5 
	25.4 
	29.3 
	27.1 
	20.6 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Net
	(39.3)
	(32.2)
	(31.6)
	(25.5)
	(25.4)
	(29.3)
	(27.1)
	(20.6)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


E. FINANCIAL AND SUBSCRIPTION DISCUSSION

Comment on any financial anomalies:

None.

Comment on any subscription anomalies:

None.

F. COMPLIANCE WITH IEEE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

The EIC shall have in his/her possession a current copy of the appropriate IEEE manuals regarding policies and procedures for publications.  The EIC shall have read and be familiar with all sections of the above documents concerning publications. Please visit the following site for such documents:  

http://www.ieee.org/organizations/tab/tab.html

Comment regarding compliance with the above requirement, and compliance with the individual publication related policies of each document.  Describe action plans to come into compliance if in default.

The Newsletter Editor is in possession of the cited documents, and she is familiar with the relevant sections.

G. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PREVIOUS PUBLICATIONS REVIEW

If applicable, list the date of the last IEEE TAB Periodicals review, and include a summary of recommendations made at that time.  Describe how each recommendation was met.
The last IEEE TAB Periodicals review was in November 2001.
The review committee commented as follows:

“The newsletter issued four times a year appears to be well written and covers the span of topical news items to more magazine like expository articles. It meets all the guidelines for copyright, timeliness and quality.”.\

and recommended:

“The financial spreadsheet for this newsletter shows inordinate losses in 1998 and 2001.  This seems mainly due to the line items for paper and miscellaneous expenses.  This should be cleared up with Robert Smrek, IEEE Periodicals Production Director.”

This was already addresses in the previous TAB report. No further recommendations concerning the period 2001-2006 were included in the TAB report.
H. NOTABLE FEATURES

Describe special issues, or other notable features.

The Newsletter is very well received by Society members.  There are topical articles pertaining to conferences, symposia, and workshops (including Calls for Papers and Meeting Reports), as well as awards received by Society members.  Technical articles are provided by Shannon Lecturers and Paper Award winners.  Regular features include a very popular Historian's Column (Anthony Ephremides), the challenging Puzzle Column (Solomon Golomb), the President’s column (written by the current Society president), the guest column from NSF program director (since 2005 Sirin Tekynai), and reports from society Chapters and the newly formed Society Student Committee.  The minutes of meetings of the Society Board of Governors are often included, and there is an occasional column contributed by the Transactions Editor-in-Chief and the OnLine Editor.
I.
FUTURE PLANS

Describe future plans for this periodical.

The Society has compiled a collection of all newsletters published since 1954 and has approved funding to add this collection to the Information Theory digital library.  All future issues of the newsletter will be added to the digital library. 

For the future, the OnLine Editor and the Newsletter Editor will be trying to set up an online version of the newsletter, where each article will be individually accessible from the table of content. This effort will build upon the work of the OnLine Editor of atomizing the submission of reports for the BoG meetings. We will leverage this automated tool to encourage authors to submit their articles to the newsletter. For example, chairmen of IT Society-sponsored conferences could submit both their report to the BoG and a summary for publication in the Newsletter through the web site. 

The Newsletter will remain a quarterly publication, intended to inform and entertain Society members.

J. SELF ASSESSMENT

This section provides an opportunity for self-assessment of this Newsletter. Please compose a narrative to reflect your S/C viewpoints on this Newsletter; in so doing, cite specific examples of strengths and weaknesses.

Strength: The Newsletter is an effective tool for keeping members informed of Society news and professional events.  It also serves as the primary method of archiving the Shannon and plenary lectures of the IEEE International Symposium on Information Theory. 

Weakness: The Newsletter relies on an informal process for monitoring newsworthy events, such as non-IEEE award announcements that occasionally results in items appearing in the Newsletter in a less than timely fashion. 

K. REVIEW COMMITTEE REMARKS REGARDING THIS NEWSLETTER.

The Newsletter seems to be a solid vehicle for conveying news items and some occasional technical material to the membership, and serves the membership well.

L. REVIEW COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER.

The Periodicals Review Committee has the following recommendations for this Newsletter:

1. Construct a system for soliciting (in a timely fashion) the information needed to sustain a useful calendar of events. If this requires help from a dedicated assistance or associate editor, a volunteer should be found.

2. Consider using the Newsletter to solicit feedback form the Readership for all aspects of periodicals or society business.
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